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Synopsis

Presents the history of the trail which became the main route for the Texas cattle trade after the Civil
War.
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Customer Reviews

Grade 4-6-Sanford’s careful research and lively writing style chronicle the birth and death of the
Chisholm Trail. The end of the Civil War brought a booming economy, a demand for beef, and a
need to move longhorn cattle from Texas to stockyards in Chicago. Eight chapters packed with
information describe the development of the trail, the life of cowboys on it, hazards they faced, five
different "Cowboy Capitals" that at various times served as the terminus of the trail, its eventual
demise, and its legacy. Generally small, black-and-white photographs, drawings, or reproductions
help to break up the narrative. The text is readable, well written, and accurate. Andrew Santella’s
The Chisholm Trail (Children’s, 1997) provides short, basic information on the topic and Albert
Marrin’s Cowboys, Indians, and Gunfighters (Atheneum, 1993) provides more in-depth coverage of
the development of the entire cattle industry and the clash between cowboy and Native American
cultures.Dona J. Helmer, College Gate School Library, Anchorage, AK Copyright 2000 Reed
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